
Methodology lecture series, Lecture 6
Major Éva, Szabó Éva

If you can’t beat them, join them –

Using technology in the language classroom



Overview

•Why can’t we avoid technology?

•Why is it difficult for us?

•In what way are learners different?

•A short history

•Some concrete examples

•Benefits of using ICT in language teaching

•Considerations

•Assessment
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technophobe technogeek

digital immigrant

digital native



Why is it difficult for us?

My students know so much 
more about computers 

than I do.

Why use computers 
anyway? We’ve got a 

perfectly good coursebook.

Another new 
method? No, thanks

I’d like to use 
computers more, 

but preparing 
materials is so 

time-consuming…

Technology 
distances people



In what way are learners different? (Prensky, 2004) 

•communication

•sharing

•exchanging

•creating

•meeting

•collecting

•evaluating

http://www.flickhttp://farm3.static.flickr.com/

http://www.flickhttp//farm3.static.flickr.com/


A short history of using technology in the 
language classroom:

1960s,70s : tape recorders, language laboratories, video 
players 

1980s: CALL, respond to stimuli, text reconstructions, 
individual tasks, CD-ROMs 

1990s: ICT (Internet, computer programmes, web-based 
tools, TELL )



Introduction to web 2.0
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Web 1.0 = Personal Website / Web 2.0 = Blog

Web 1.0 = Britannica Online / Web 2.0 = Wikipedia

“Please describe web 2.0 to me in 

2 sentences or less.”

“You make all the content. They 

keep all the revenue.” 

(YouTube...).

http://bash.org/?779320





Projects online…an example 



Forums



Chats



Blogs



Wikis



Podcasts 1: ELT Podcasts



Podcasts 2: Better at English



Interactive White Boards

http://www.smarttech.com/
http://www.prometheanworld.com/index.php
http://www.polyvision.com/
http://www.numonics.com/ipdindex.html


What are the benefits of using technology in 
language teaching?

• motivation
• learner autonomy
• interaction and collaboration between learners in 

the same class 
• group building
• collaboration and communication between 

learners in different countries
• exposure to different varieties of English
• exposure to and practice in all areas of language 



What do we need to consider when using technology?

• core values and beliefs
aims and principles (e.g.: context rich 

environments, genuine needs and partners, 
priority to fluency) 
teacher and learner roles (facilitation, learner-

centredness)
• potential dangers
unpredictability of technology
misuse

• course planning
• time
• collaboration with colleagues 


