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If you can’t beat them, join them —
Using technology in the language classroom
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Overview

*Why can’t we avoid technology?

*Why is it difficult for us?

*In what way are learners different?

*A short history

*Some concrete examples

*Benefits of using ICT in language teaching
*Considerations

*Assessment
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Why is it difficult for us?

My students know so much
movre about computers
than I do.

Why use computers
anyway? We've got a
perfectly good coursebook.

Another new
method? No, thanks
I'd (ike to use
computers more,

Technology but preparing

distances people ‘materials is so
lime-consuming...




In what way are learners different? (Prensky, 2004)

ecommunication

*sharing W NEWRY.
*exchanging & ! x & 'L
ecreating -
*meeting

ecollecting

*evaluating



http://www.flickhttp//farm3.static.flickr.com/

A short history of using technology in the
language classroom:

1960s,70s : tape recorders, language laboratories, video
players

1980s: CALL, respond to stimuli, text reconstructions,
individual tasks, CD-ROMs

1990s: ICT (Internet, computer programmes, web-based
tools, TELL )



Web 1.0

“the mo=thy read-onhy Web®

250,000 sites

&

Py

publizhed

content content

i

45 million global users

1996

Web 1.0 = Personal Website / Web 2.0 = Blog

nanaerzliad
gensratad

Web20

‘the wildly read-write

40,000,000 sites

-
g’

publizhed Z Y
content -
gencrated
content

P
Myt
wwwwm
LT LA

1 billion+ global users

2006

©Teachers & Technology
Nicky Hockly, The Consultants-E

Introduction to web 2.0

“Please describe web 2.0 to me in
2 sentences or less.”

“You make all the content. They
keep all the revenue.”
(YouTube...).

http://bash.org/?779320

Web 1.0 = Britannica Online / Web 2.0 = Wikipedia



Uictionaries Unline

English Language Teaching

CAMBRIDGE

Dictionaries Online

the web's favourite learner dictionaries

Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary
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MAIN ASPECTS

Projects online...an example

.I@T—'

What is icEurope about? @

icEurope sets out to gain insights into foreign lan- @
guage and intercultural learning within a web-

enhanced English classroom on the basis of a com-

bined model of intercultural foreign language learning.

* INTERCULTURAL COMMUMICATION

* ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARMING
 CLEARMING & WEE COLLABORATION [N MOODLE form, the learners engage in explonng and negotiating

4 classes from Bulgaria, Hungary, Italy, and Turkey
will collaborate online in Moodle. On the learning plat-

intercultural topics and contents with their peers in
communicative and collaborative activities.

The focus is on their icEnglish: the lingua franca Eng-
lish needed to collaborate and communicate intercul-
turally successfully.

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This poster reflects the views only of the author,
amd the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
‘With the support of the EU Lifelong Learmning Programme Grant 142672-LUP-1-2008-1-DE-COMENI US-CMP.

Project results will include

Grassroots analysis of the three theoretical concepes
involved [intercultural communication, English as a
lingua franca, e-leaming) & a survey on curment
practices (incl. analysis of curricula, learning objec-
tives, teaching methods and marerials).

for enhancing icEnglish, i.e. English as lingua franca
used for interculoural communication purposes.

In an authentic, communicative, and constructive
Moodle leamning environment, the leamers will nego-
tiate intercultural topics and contents with their
peers, exploring and co-constructing their own Eng-
ligh.

Several workshops based on the icEurope approach
in all the partners’ countries: teachers and traineses
will hawe the opportunity to work hands on in
Moodle and with the icEurope materials: training
materials are designed to be usad for future (teach-
the-teacher) workshops. Opportunities for real web
collaboration follow-ups are given.

A bookler with icEurope materials and results will be
published to provide teachers and trainers with ac-
tivities & suggestions for teaching ‘intercultural Eng-
lish" enline and via web collaboration.

Based on the project insights, a Moodle platform will
be set up for teachers to carry out their own web
collaborations in the future.
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Chats

- B
4:44:24 PM - Andy to Robert: b EVERYONE
Great! &) What are you up to? 'Eﬁgds
4:45: 20 PM - Robert ko Andy: Ber
Mot much. You know, Yak! is a fantastic chat app. It's =0 Geaff

easy o use! bt Ao digicraft.com. au) Harry
4:45:42 PM - Andy ko Roberk: Jason

Yaah, 1 know,.. Jos
Lee

4:46:07 PM - & - Robert to Andy: Matthew
Hey, check out the attached mp3 file. Ralph
4:46:36 PM - Andy ko Roberk: Robert
Thankyou! T'll listen to it later. Stuart
4:46:56 PM - Robert ko Andy: Tam
I enjoy using Yak! so much. I don't know what I'd do Wil

without it!! b Work

B el
To Robert:
Yeah, T know what you mean.|

Messages: 17



SIX THINGS

Blogs

A MISCELLANY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING

Six Influential People in ELT today

For those of you who have been following this blog over the past
six months you will no doubt have come across references to my
(in famous poll. I asked who the most influential people in ELT
today are. To make it easier I included a shortlist of names,

RECENT POSTS

Six ways to exploit
Obama’s Nobel Peace
Prize in class

Six things to know
about Global

Six original topical
teaching ideas
for October

Ben Goldstein’s six
ways to sell English

Six classroom activities
with mobile/cell phones

Six amazing words you
never knew existed

Six things about
teaching English
in Romania
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Using Wise Quotes with EFL ESL Students

I've always found wise (and sometimes rot so wise) quotes really
useful, both within the classraom with shudents and as a way of
intraducing a topic when writing materials. I've used lots of different
websites to find quotes over the years, but iWise s certainly about to
become my new favourite as it seems t have taken wise quotes to a

new level,

Vau ean search for quates by keyword, lock at quotes of the day,
browse quates by topic or just click for 2 randam quote.

Search This Bleg

poweredby Google™

My other websites

@ Technogogy

% Daily English Activities

% Quick Shout Technology Tips
# My YouTube Video Tutorials
< Blogging and Social Media

See the complete archive

visit my sitemap

Top 10 Most Read

< using Word Clouds in EFL ESL
< Text to Speech Movies for EFL
ESL

@ Teaching English in Second Life
© picture phrases

< Online Video: What does it
have to offer?

% Online Video: For Language
Development

<% Make you own animated
movies

© Create your own social
network 7 steps

4 Animating vocabulary

4 12 Second Video Clips for EFL
ESL

Past Postings
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Podcasts 1: ELT Podcasts

eltpodcast

HOWAE = Archive = ELT Podcast - Basic Conversations for EFL and ESL

ELT Podcast - Basic Conversations for EFL and ESL

Robert Chartrand and Bill Pellowe

Subscribe free

4 § iTunes |=v

Theme-based conversations and language practice for students of English, such as EFL, ESL and ESOL, The dialogs
have two or more speakers, Read transcripts and listen to mp3 files,

Archive

Click the link titles to read the podcast transcript or notes, and listen to the broadcast,

® Basic Conversations - Introductions
Mice to meet you! An EFL lesson about introducing wourself.
[1.04 B, 2:03, March 2nd, 2007]
® Basic Conversations - How long are you staying?
Wihen are you leaving?
[2.22 B, 4:49, July 15t, 2006]
® Basic Conversations - What kind of sports do you like?
| like soccer. & basic conversation for English students,
[1.36 MB, 2:44, June éth, 2004]
® Basic Conversations - The Weekend
Did you have a nice weekend?
[1.25 MB, 2:20, bay 20th, 2006]
® Basic Conversations - Who did you talk to?
| talked to someone interesting yesterday,
[2.58 MB, 5:23, March 6th, 2006]
® Basic Conversations - Weekend plans
Do you have any plans for this weekend?
[2.43 MEB, 5:03, March 3rd, 2006]
® Basic Conversations - How often do you go skiing?



Podcasts 2: Better at English

Better@ Reql English Conversations: Don't step
in the dog doo (4 of 4)

Posted on Movember 26, 2008

Filed Under General silliness, ldioms and slang, Intermediate, Pets, Real English
canversations, Yulgar language | 24 Comments

|:| Standard Podeast [9:40m): Play Now | Play in Popup | Dewnlead

Introduction

Hil Lari here, welcaming you fo another
episode of Real English Conversations
from betteratenglish.com.

Intoday's conversation, which is part
four of four, my British fiend Michael
and Iwrap up our lengthy conversation
aboutthe pros and cons of dogs, dog
awnership, and dog owners. Warning
some of the vacabulary we deal with in
this episode is a bitvalar, so ifyaou are
sensitive or easily offended | suggest
you stop listening now.

As abways, you can find the vocabulary
notes and full transcript of this podcast
an our wehsite,

vy hetteratenglish.com.

0K, here we gol
4

English Learning Mp3

Guaranteed MP3 English Lessons And Free Email
Course,

LearmnRealEnglish, com

MP3 English Lessons

Download English Language Lessons § Secrets to
English Success.

flow-english-zecrets blogspot.com

Easy English Courses

Learn English online, 24/7 courses Sign up now,
First 7 davs Free .

Englishtown, com/ 7-days-free

Learn English {Free)

Free language exchange or lessons from rated
teachers

www fluentfuture, com

Ads by Google

Download English lesson podcast and transcript
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Recent

Real English Conversations:
Dion't step in the dog doa (4 of
4

Real English Conversations:
Don't step in the Dog Doo ipart
Jord)

Real English Conversations:
Don't step on the dog doo {2 of
4

Real English Canversations:
Don't step on the dog doo {part
1 of 4)

Interview with Lori from Better
atEnalish

Podcast levels
Intermediate
Upperintermediate

Advanced
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As always, you can find the vacabulary m
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on our wehsite,
wriniy. betteratenglish.com

0K, here we go!

Conversation Transcript

Lari: And some people... | swear, you know, dogs | think are great. It's dog owners that can be
justreallylame sometimes.

Michael: Mmm. Mrmm..

L There's aforest outside where | live here where | like to go running and walking
and...people, it's a great place. | don't see many people, butthere are a lot of dog walkers who
like to go there as well.

M Yes.

L Andthey don'twant to keep their dogs on a leash a lot of times. They et their dogs kind of run
wild, and a lot oftherm don't really have control over their dogs.

M Right, right.

L Andthe dogs can be guite aggressive sometimes. Butthen, dog owners are really weird.
Sometimes they are so protective of their dogs and they think their dogs can do na harm

M: Oh dear.

L Sothey actually get angry at you, walking along telling you that, "Oh, it's because vou're
afraid, that's why he [the doa) is acting like that." And it's like. ..

M "Of course I'm afraid. He's a giant dog with slavering fangs " Yeah

L: Running up barking at me, notlooking friendly. Of course I'm going ta be afraid, you know?
And | don'tthink it's my responsibility as, you know, a person wanting to use the jogaing trail —

thatit's mv resnonsibility to tailor my behavior to the comfort of doo owners. because it actually
<
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Interactive White Boards



http://www.smarttech.com/
http://www.prometheanworld.com/index.php
http://www.polyvision.com/
http://www.numonics.com/ipdindex.html

What are the benefits of using technology in
language teaching?

motivation
learner autonomy

interaction and collaboration between learners in
the same class

group building

collaboration and communication between
learners in different countries

exposure to different varieties of English
exposure to and practice in all areas of language



What do we need to consider when using technology?

core values and beliefs

»aims and principles (e.g.: context rich
environments, genuine needs and partners,
priority to fluency)

»teacher and learner roles (facilitation, learner-
centredness)

potential dangers
»unpredictability of technology
> misuse

course planning

time

collaboration with colleagues



